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PRESS RELEASE
Dems Object to Mangano’s Lump Sum Request to Borrow $102m

Money Has Been Available to Pay 70% of Homeowners Refunds 

Democratic Members of the Finance Committee in the Nassau County Legislature strongly objected to a lump sum proposal by County Executive Ed Mangano to borrow $102 million to settle tax certiorari cases. 
During the hearing, Democrats questioned why the Administration has waited over a year to pay the refunds to residential homeowners when they currently have funding from a previous authorization available to pay these refunds now.

“I don’t understand why Ed Mangano has sat on these funds for over a year when he could have paid almost seventy percent of the residential refunds”, said Legislator Judy Jacobs (D-Woodbury).

The $102 million borrowing request would cover 23,000 cases and is a dramatic departure from past practice where each settlement over $100,000 would come to the Legislature individually for a complete and thorough review.   Members of the Legislature are now being asked to rubberstamp a lump sum of all settlements with absolutely no backup or supporting documentation detailing why the settlement makes sense.  Some of these settlements are upwards of $6 million.
“This is an attempt to push through costly, egregious and questionable settlements without the legislative ability to review these cases.  The Democratic Minority is wholly opposed to this process, especially when we are asked to borrow huge sums of money that our grandkids will be paying off”, said Legislator Jacobs.

Although Republican members of the Finance Committee expressed some concerns about the change in process and lack of backup information, the item was passed 4-3 on a party line vote.  Chairman Richard Nicollelo (R- New Hyde Park) did instruct County Attorney John Ciampoli to provide the Legislature more information on the settlements at the next meeting on February 27th or warned that his side would also have an issue with the lack of detail.
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